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Few areas of the world are as misunderstood as the tropics.
The term itself is misused when scientists talk about “the tropics”
as if they were one place, forgetting that “tropics” is a plural noun
referring to diverse ecosystems. The major differences among
the tropical biogeographical areas of the world defy the impres-
sion—reinforced by travel posters and mass media—that tropical
rainforests everywhere are interchangeable masses of tall trees
filled with birds, vines, monkeys, and insects. Scientists like Paul
Richards (The Tropical Rainforesf) and Tim Whitmore (An
Introduction to Tropical Rainforests) inadvertently support this
impression by describing unifying properties of rainforests
worldwide. Emphasizing commonalities encourages readers to
overlook the fact that each rainforest has unique plants, animals,
climate, topography, and histories. It has also unintentionally
discouraged research that makes comparisons between regions,
promaoting instead a tendency to fill gaps in the scientific under-
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ATBC 2004 MEETING TO BE HELD IN MIAMI

The Association for Tropical Biology and Conservation will hold its
annual meeting in Miami, Florida on July 12-15, 2004. The theme of the
meeting will be “"Geographic and Conceptual Frontiers of Tropical Biology.”
ATBC 2004 will be held at the James L. Knight International Center, in
downtown Miami. The Knight Center is associated with the Hyatt Regency-
Miami Hotel, which will be offering rooms at off-season summer rates.

Two universities, the University of Miami and Florida International
University, will co-sponsor the 2004 meeting, along with other members of
CETROB (the Center for Excellence in Tropical Biology).

Interested researchers are invited to submit abstracts for inclusion
as contributed papers or posters. The deadline for abstracts is April 15,
2004. Registration for the meeting will open on February 15, 2004. Forms
for registration and for abstract submission will be available on the meeting
web site, at www.atbio.org/meetings.html.
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